
Playful media depictions of performers in the French Quar-
ter of New Orleans during the late 20th century have given 
way to more current calls for regulation to safeguard po-
tential victims of human trafficking.  What is the relation-
ship between work and violence at this popular interna-
tional tourist attraction?  From their front-line roles, what 
are the perspectives of those who provide the services that 
are creating this destination?  What effects have contradic-
tory research findings about human trafficking had on the 
workers who create the experiences that the French Quar-
ter heritage tourism sector sells, in a city where tourism 
drives the economy?  

 
Angela Demovic, PhD, is a sociocultural anthropologist, 
who has researched and published on gender and tourism 
in New Orleans, Zanzibar, and Hawai’i.  She is the author 
of “Bourbon Street, B-Drinking, and the Sexual Economy 
of Tourism,” Lexington Books.  She received her PhD from 
Tulane University.  
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